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Draft NE Ocean Plan Development Timeline

Note: schedule is approximate and will be modified as milestones are achieved; the exact timing of activities will evolve.

Activities

July

A. Draft Northeast Ocean Plan
Aug

1. Drafting Sections 1 & 2 of NE Plan and
related Agency Guidance
2. EBM Work Group meetings

3. Stakeholder Forum

4. RPB Meeting

5. Complete Draft NE Plan and Agency
Guidance

6. RPB internal review of Draft NE Plan and
Agency Guidance

7. RPB meeting and public release of Draft
NE Ocean Plan and Agency Guidance

B. Public Comment and Final NE Plan
1. Public meetings and comment (45 days)
2. Plan revisions and response to comment

3. RPB internal review of Final NE Plan and
Agency Guidance

4. RPB meeting and submission of plan to
NOC

5. NOC/Agency review, concurrence and
adoption of NE Plan and Agency Guidance

Sep

9/30

2015

Oct

10/20

Nov

11/16
11/17

Dec

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

2016

May

June

July

Aug

Sep

Oct



Northeast Ocean Plan Draft Outline
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NE Plan Draft Outline

1. New England Offshore Environment and the Need for
Ocean Planning

2. Ocean Planning in New England
3. The Regulatory Environment and Management Actions
4. Ocean Plan Implementation

5. Science and Research Priorities
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2. OceanPlanningin New England

2.1 Ocean Planning Process
This will be a summary of the ocean planning process, including public engagement and RPB
related activities in each phase of the process. Itwillinclude references to documents in the

appendix and/or www.neoceanplanning.org for more information.

2.1.1 National Ocean Policy

2.1.2 Initial Outreach and Establishment of the Northeast Regional Planning Body
2.1.3 Goal Setting and Work Plan Development

2.1.4 Draft and Final Plan

2.2 Ocean Planning Goals and the Ocean Plan

This section will describe how the Northeast Ocean Plan will address key themes from public
input and will advance the three goals of Healthy Ocean and Coastal Ecosystems, Effective
Decision Making, and Compatibility among Past, Current and Future Ocean Uses by guiding and
informing agency decision making. It will also include a brief description of how the rest of the
plan is organized and how it will be used.
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3. The Regulatory Environment and Management Actions

3.1 Regulatory Context and Primary Legal Authorities

3.2 Natural and Cultural Resources

3.3 Human Activities

3.4 Ecosystem Based Management
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3.1 Regulatory Context and Primary Legal Authorities
A National Environmental Policy Act
A Rivers and Harbors Act, Section 10
A Clean Water Act, Section 404
A Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act
A Deepwater Port Act
A Endangered Species Act
A Marine Mammal Protection Act
A Migratory Bird Treat Act
A National Historic Preservation Act, Section 106
A MagnusonStevens Act
A Ports and Waterways Safety Act
A National Marine Sanctuaries Act
A Coastal Zone Management Act
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- > NE Plan Draft Outling Sections 3.2 & 3.3
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3.2 Natural and Cultural Resources

3.2.1 Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles

3.2.2 Birds

3.2.3 Fish

3.2.4 Habitat

3.2.5 Restoration

3.2.6 Historic and Cultural Resources

3.3 Human Activities
3.3.1 Marine Transportation
3.3.2 National Security

3.3.3 Commercial Fishing
3.3.4 Recreational Fishing
3.3.5 Recreation

3.3.6 Energy and Infrastructure
3.3.7 Aquaculture

3.3.8 Sand and Gravel
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3.2 Natural and Cultural Resources NORTHEAST OCEAN DATA,
3.2.1 Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles
3.2.2 Birds

3.2.3 Fish

3.2.4 Habitat

3.2.5 Restoration

3.2.6 Historic and Cultural Resources
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NEPlan DraftOutline ¢ Sections 3.2 & 3.3
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HUMAN DIMENSIONS

Featured Map
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IMPAIRED WATERS
ENERGY &
INFRASTRUCTURE

Impaired waters designated by
the Environmental Protection
Agency.

Data Explorer

3.3 Human Activities

kil

LAUNCH THE DATA EXPLORER

3.3.1 Marine Transportation

3.3.3 Commercial Fishing iy R R

3-3.4 Recreat|0na| FIShIng v ’iiEELGR;‘\SS HABITAT 1 \A"«ny.ct;mbmatlonlofdatacanbe
3.3.6 Energy and Infrastructure > aias — .‘ ) [t
3.3.7 Aquaculture — = I i

3.3.2 National Security
T
maps of all available datasets.
3.3.5 Recreation ENVIRONMENT
basis. Find out what's currently
3.3.8 Sand and Gravel W e gl v
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Q\IE PlarDraft Outline ¢ Sections 3.2 & 3.3

3.2 Natural and Cultural Resources

3.2.1 Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles For each section:
3.2.2 Birds A. Overview
3.2.3 Fish B. OceaRlan Maps and Data
3.2.4 Habitat L. : )
C. Descriptionof how relevant agencies intend to

3.2.5 Restoration

3.2.6 Historic and Cultural Resources use ocean plan data in existing regulatory and

management programs
3.3 Human Activities D. Additional information sources and existing
3.3.1 Marine Transportation management programs
3.3.2 National Security E. Long term maintenance of ocean plan maps an
3.3.3 Commercial Fishing data, including brief mention of science prioritig:
3.3.4 Recreational Fishing to be further detailed in Section 5
3.3.5 Recreation o

F. Other related RPB agency initiatives and

3.3.6 Energy and Infrastructure
3.3.7 Aquaculture coordination activities

3.3.8 Sand and Gravel
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\. NEPlan Draft Outlinec Section 3.4

3.4 Ecosystem Based Management

This section will describe progress towards charting an ecosystem based approach to
management, including defining and identifying important ecological areas, reviewing analyses
and overlays of human use and ecological data, and developing a framewaork for monitoring and
evaluation. Itwill also describe how the agencies intend to incorporate these analyses and
tools into decision making under existing authorities and the actions the agencies will take to
advance EBM and related science. Note: This section, or components of this section, could be
moved to other parts of the plan (e.qg. implementation, science priorities), depending on

progress.
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4. OceanPlan Implementation
This chapter will describe how the RPB intends to implement the ocean plan, including
enhancements to agency practices, other responsibilities and commitments, and plan

evaluation.

4.1 Intergovernmental Coordination
This section will describe the specific coordination activities that will be undertaken to

implement the ocean plan.

4,1.1 Best Practices for Agency Coordination
4,1.2 CoastalZone Management Act
4.1.3 Tribal Coordination

4.2 Responsibilities and Commitments
This section will describe RPB organization commitments to implementing the following

additional responsibilities for ocean planimplementation.

4.2.1 Forum forFederal, Tribal, and State Coordination
4,2,.2 Plan Updates

4.2.3 Public Engagement

4.2.4 Northeast Ocean Data Portal

4.2.5 Implementation of a Monitoring and Evaluation Plan and Science Priorities
4.3 Monitoring and Evaluation

4.3.1 PlanPerformance

4.3.2 Ocean and Ecosystem Health



5. Science and Research Priorities

This chapter will describe priority data, research, and science necessary to update and advance
ocean planinformation and analyses. Note: The organization of this section is likely to change

as priorities are refined and earlier plan sections are developed.

5.1 Natural and Cultural Resources

5.2 Human Activities

5.3 Ecosystem Based Management

5.4 Changing Conditions
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... NEPlan DraftOutline ¢ Public Engagemen
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A Public engagement and input will be a prominent component of every section of t
plan

S
.

A Section 2: Public engagement in the planning process, formation of the goals, an
development and review of the plan to ensure it advances planning goals

A Section 3: Public engagement in the regulatory process, both as an important dat
iInformation provider and with a critical role in regulatory actions

A Section 4: Public engagement in implementation, including agency coordination ta
identify potentially affected stakeholders, continued participation in regional planni
activities after 2016, and monitoring and evaluation of the final plan.

A Section 5: Public engagement as a partner in the advancement of science and re
priorities both for plan updates and longer term initiatives
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NE Ocean Plan Chapter 3. Regulatory
Environment and Management Actions
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3.2 Natural and Cultural Resources

3.2.1 Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles For each section:
3.2.2 Birds A. Overview
3.2.3 Fish B. OceaRlan Maps and Data
3.2.4 Habitat L. : )
C. Descriptionof how relevant agencies intend to

3.2.5 Restoration

3.2.6 Historic and Cultural Resources use ocean plan data in existing regulatory and

management programs
3.3 Human Activities D. Additional information sources and existing
3.3.1 Marine Transportation management programs
3.3.2 National Security E. Long term maintenance of ocean plan maps an
3.3.3 Commercial Fishing data, including brief mention of science prioritig:
3.3.4 Recreational Fishing to be further detailed in Section 5
3.3.5 Recreation o

F. Other related RPB agency initiatives and

3.3.6 Energy and Infrastructure
3.3.7 Aquaculture coordination activities

3.3.8 Sand and Gravel
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N Sections 3.2 and 3.3 Update
N, -

A Marine life and habitat data:
I Online viewers with species level base products are near complete

I Abundance, richness, and diversity products for regulatory and ecologizebd
species groupings are being developed; vulneraHil#ged species groupings are
being considered

A Restoration: NE Portal to be updated with restoration sites by end ofq/acoincide
with draft section of the plan

A Historic and Cultural resources: Working with tribes and agencies to develop plan co

A Humanuse data mostly complete and being added to the portal; anything new is likely
future priority to be listed in Sectio

A Sections 3.2 and 3.3 are beginning to be drafted and will provide agency guidance ab
the use of ocean plan maps and data under existing authorities
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Marine Transportation

A Data portal being
updated with 2013
AlS data after
extensive industry
review

A Data portal will still
include 2011 and
2012 data

2013 Tug/Tow

Nl

2013 Ferry/Whale Watch

5

A

Y
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Commercial Fishing

A Data portal to be updated
with 19 Vessel Monitoring
System maps that have beel
extensively reviewed

A Update will also include a
map of relevant federal
fishery management areas
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