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NE Plan Draft Outline

1. New England Offshore Environment and the Need for 
Ocean Planning

2. Ocean Planning in New England

3. The Regulatory Environment and Management Actions

4. Ocean Plan Implementation

5. Science and Research Priorities
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NE Plan Draft Outline ςChapter 3

3.  The Regulatory Environment and Management Actions

3.1 Regulatory Context and Primary Legal Authorities

3.2 Natural and Cultural Resources

3.3 Human Activities

3.4 Ecosystem Based Management



NE Plan Draft Outline ςChapter 3

3.1 Regulatory Context and Primary Legal Authorities
ÅNational Environmental Policy Act

ÅRivers and Harbors Act, Section 10

ÅClean Water Act, Section 404

ÅOuter Continental Shelf Lands Act

ÅDeepwater Port Act

ÅEndangered Species Act

ÅMarine Mammal Protection Act

ÅMigratory Bird Treat Act

ÅNational Historic Preservation Act, Section 106

ÅMagnuson-Stevens Act

ÅPorts and Waterways Safety Act

ÅNational Marine Sanctuaries Act

ÅCoastal Zone Management Act



NE Plan Draft Outline ςSections 3.2 & 3.3

3.2  Natural and Cultural Resources
3.2.1 Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles

3.2.2 Birds

3.2.3 Fish

3.2.4 Habitat

3.2.5 Restoration

3.2.6 Historic and Cultural Resources

3.3  Human Activities
3.3.1 Marine Transportation

3.3.2 National Security

3.3.3 Commercial Fishing

3.3.4 Recreational Fishing

3.3.5 Recreation

3.3.6 Energy and Infrastructure

3.3.7 Aquaculture

3.3.8 Sand and Gravel
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3.2  Natural and Cultural Resources
3.2.1 Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles

3.2.2 Birds

3.2.3 Fish

3.2.4 Habitat

3.2.5 Restoration

3.2.6 Historic and Cultural Resources

3.3  Human Activities
3.3.1 Marine Transportation

3.3.2 National Security

3.3.3 Commercial Fishing

3.3.4 Recreational Fishing

3.3.5 Recreation

3.3.6 Energy and Infrastructure
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3.2  Natural and Cultural Resources
3.2.1 Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles

3.2.2 Birds

3.2.3 Fish

3.2.4 Habitat

3.2.5 Restoration

3.2.6 Historic and Cultural Resources

3.3  Human Activities
3.3.1 Marine Transportation

3.3.2 National Security

3.3.3 Commercial Fishing

3.3.4 Recreational Fishing

3.3.5 Recreation

3.3.6 Energy and Infrastructure

3.3.7 Aquaculture

3.3.8 Sand and Gravel

For each section:

A.     Overview

B.     Ocean Plan Maps and Data 

C. Description of how relevant agencies intend to 

use ocean plan data in existing regulatory and 

management programs

D. Additional information sources and existing 

management programs 

E. Long term maintenance of ocean plan maps and 

data, including brief mention of science priorities 

to be further detailed in Section 5

F. Other related RPB agency initiatives and 

coordination activities

NE Plan Draft Outline ςSections 3.2 & 3.3



NE Plan Draft Outline ςSection 3.4



NE Plan Draft Outline ςChapter 4



NE Plan Draft Outline ςChapter 5



NE Plan Draft Outline ςPublic Engagement

Å Public engagement and input will be a prominent component of every section of the 
plan

Å Section 2:  Public engagement in the planning process, formation of the goals, and the 
development and review of the plan to ensure it advances planning goals

Å Section 3:  Public engagement in the regulatory process, both as an important data and 
information provider and with a critical role in regulatory actions

Å Section 4: Public engagement in implementation, including agency coordination to 
identify potentially affected stakeholders, continued participation in regional planning 
activities after 2016, and monitoring and evaluation of the final plan.

Å Section 5:  Public engagement as a partner in the advancement of science and research 
priorities both for plan updates and longer term initiatives



NE Ocean Plan Chapter 3.  Regulatory 
Environment and Management Actions



3.2  Natural and Cultural Resources
3.2.1 Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles

3.2.2 Birds

3.2.3 Fish

3.2.4 Habitat

3.2.5 Restoration

3.2.6 Historic and Cultural Resources

3.3  Human Activities
3.3.1 Marine Transportation

3.3.2 National Security

3.3.3 Commercial Fishing

3.3.4 Recreational Fishing

3.3.5 Recreation

3.3.6 Energy and Infrastructure

3.3.7 Aquaculture

3.3.8 Sand and Gravel

For each section:

A.     Overview

B.     Ocean Plan Maps and Data 

C. Description of how relevant agencies intend to 

use ocean plan data in existing regulatory and 

management programs

D. Additional information sources and existing 

management programs 

E. Long term maintenance of ocean plan maps and 

data, including brief mention of science priorities 

to be further detailed in Section 5

F. Other related RPB agency initiatives and 

coordination activities

Sections 3.2 and 3.3 Update 



Sections 3.2 and 3.3 Update 

Å Marine life and habitat data:

ï Online viewers with species level base products are near complete

ï Abundance, richness, and diversity products for regulatory and ecologically-based 
species groupings are being developed; vulnerability-based species groupings are 
being considered

Å Restoration:  NE Portal to be updated with restoration sites by end of year ςto coincide 
with draft section of the plan

Å Historic and Cultural resources:  Working with tribes and agencies to develop plan content

Å Human use data mostly complete and being added to the portal; anything new is likely a 
future priority to be listed in Section 5

Å Sections 3.2 and 3.3 are beginning to be drafted and will provide agency guidance about 
the use of ocean plan maps and data under existing authorities



Sections 3.2 and 3.3 Update 

Å Data portal being 
updated with 2013 
AIS data after 
extensive industry 
review

Å Data portal will still 
include 2011 and 
2012 data

2013 Tug/Tow 2013 Cargo

2013 Cruise 2013 Ferry/Whale Watch

Marine Transportation



Sections 3.2 and 3.3 Update 

Å Data portal to be updated 
with 19 Vessel Monitoring 
System maps that have been 
extensively reviewed

Å Update will also include a 
map of relevant federal 
fishery management areas

2011- 2014 Scallops 2011- 2014 Scallops < 5 Knots

Commercial Fishing


